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  Table 4.2  	 Standing Committees in the 83rd Texas Legislature

Texas House of Representatives Texas Senate

Agriculture and Livestock Insurance Administration

Appropriations International Trade and Intergovernmental 
Affairs

Agriculture and Rural Affairs

Business and Industry Investment and Financial Services Business and Commerce

Calendars Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence Criminal Justice

Corrections Land and Resource Management Economic Development

County Affairs Licensing and Administrative Procedures Education

Criminal Jurisprudence Local and Consent Calendars Finance

Culture, Recreation, and Tourism Natural Resources Government Organization 

Defense and Veterans’ Affairs Pensions Health and Human Services

Economic and Small Business 
Development

Public Education Higher Education

Elections Public Health Intergovernmental Relations

Energy Resources Redistricting Jurisprudence

Environmental Regulation Rules and Resolutions Natural Resources

General Investigating and Ethics Special Purpose Districts Nominations

Government Efficiency and Reform State Affairs Open Government

Higher Education Technology State Affairs

Homeland Security and Public Safety Transportation Transportation 

House Administration Urban Affairs Veteran Affairs and Military 
Installations

Human Services Ways and Means 

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, “House Committees,” www.house.state.tx.us/committees/ (accessed July 22, 2014); The Senate of Texas, 
“Committees of the 83rd Legislature,” www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/senate/Commit.htm (accessed July 22, 2014). 

party makeup of the committee mirrors the overall strength of the party in the cham-
ber; the majority party is guaranteed a majority of seats on every standing committee, 
and the majority party holds all of the committee chairs. The control of committee 
membership and chairs ensures the majority party a degree of control over the legisla-
tive process since every bill passes through at least one standing committee.

Beginning in the 1990s, committee assignments began to shift in the Texas House 
toward a more party-centered model similar to that of the U.S. Congress. However, 
this transition is incomplete at best because the Speaker of the Texas House retains 
power over many committee assignments and makes bipartisan appointments to 


